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** DRAFT **            GENERAL MEETING MINUTES – September 25, 2017   

 
Members in Attendance 
Jamira Barroso, Jacquelyn Broomer, Shawneese Brown, Ling Chen, Trevor Day, Jessica DeJesus, Naomi 
Greenburg, Kevin Hanagan, Courtney Henderson, Frewshawne Johnson, Jeffrey Jones, Sanchez Justice, Leo 
Merrigan,  Molly Riodan, Tamika Robertson, Richa Shah, Nicholas Susi, LaShawnda Tompkins, Joni 
Washington, and David Williams – City of Philadelphia; Beth Strohl and Judy Snyder – City of Allentown; Kelly 
Laubach and Kelly Okken – County of Berks; Janine Alexander, Maureen McIlvaine, John McLaughlin, and 
Diane Wolfinger – County of Bucks; Patrick Leavey – County of Lehigh; Joe Coco and Lisa Noecker – County of 
Montgomery; Price Morris – Lancaster City Housing Authority; Donna Zackeru – South Whitehall Township; 
MaryAnn Miller – Whitehall Township; and Stephen Nasobko – Retired    
 
Meeting Location 
City of Philadelphia – Philadelphia, PA       
 
Meeting Host 
Mr. Trevor Day, Procurement Commissioner, City of Philadelphia  
 
Call Meeting to Order 
Mr. Day welcomed PAPPA members and City of Philadelphia Procurement employees with introductions by all in 
attendance.  The General Meeting was then called to order by President Kelly Laubach around 10:10 AM.     
 
Approval of the Minutes 
The minutes of the May 15, 2017 General Meeting were reviewed with a motion to approve by Joe Coco and 
seconded by Price Morris.  All in favor; the minutes were approved. 
 
Treasurer’s Report 
Patrick Leavey, Past President presented the treasurer’s report in George Nader’s absence.  With no questions asked, 
a motion approve the Treasurer’s Report was made by Maureen McIlvaine and seconded by Diane Wolfinger.   All 
in favor; the Treasurer’s Report was approved.  
 
Standing Committee Reports 

• Awards/Scholarship Committee – Kim Roth CPPB, Chair 
In Kim’s absence, Kelly L. reminded everyone applications for the 2018 Education Scholarships are due by 
October 31st.   
 

• Finance Committee – Vacant  
In the absence of a Finance Committee chair, Kelly Laubach and George Nader are compiling data for the 
2018 budget which must be received from committee chairs by September 29, 2017.  They will continue to 
work jointly on the finance committee until the chair vacancy is filled.   
 
 
 



• Legislative Committee– Joseph Coco, Chair 
Janine Alexander, Legislative Committee member reported there are currently two PA House Bills and one 
PA Senate Bill before the respective governing bodies.  She also reported B & S Sheet Metal Mechanical, 
Inc. of Morrisville, PA; East Coast Wall Systems, LLC of Lumberton, NJ; and William Flagger Logistics, 
LLC of McKees Rocks, PA have been debarred.           

 
• Marketing Committee – Kelly Okken, Chair  

Kelly reported the 3rd quarter PAPPA newsletter was emailed to members and the 4th quarter release will be 
December 1st.  The newsletter contains details for an essay contest with submission due by October 13th.  
She mentioned that submission and publication of an article/essay in the newsletter qualifies members for 
CPPO/CPPB re-certification points.  Kelly also reported there are vendor sponsorships available if anyone 
knows of a company that may be interested.   Finally she reported the Board voted and approved to move 
forward with adopting the Ronald McDonald house as PAPPA’s official charity.             

 
• Membership Committee – Hannah Seiple, Chair 

In Hannah’s absence, Kelly L. welcomed new PAPPA members from the City of Philadelphia.   She 
reviewed with the new members PAPPA currently has four (4) General Meetings per year and offers low 
fee/no fee educational seminars.  Details are still being worked out but currently an Emergency 
Preparedness seminar is in the works.   
 

• Pro-D Committee – Maureen McIlvaine CPPO, CPPB, Chair 
Maureen reported the 2017-2018 educational survey will be sent out later this week.  An Area 2 Training 
Matrix has been created and being updated by a MPPA member.  The Matrix has been posted to the 
PAPPA website under the Education Tab.  There are currently classes scheduled for Virginia and 
Washington, DC in October and November.  Free Webinars area available for NIGP Institute members 
(must register in advance) and she referred everyone to visit NIGP’s website for current course offerings.  
There was a “soft launch” announced at Forum to Chapter Ambassadors that NIGP has partnered with 
Norwich University to have NIGP professional development coursework for certified members be 
recognized as qualifying college credit towards a Bachelor and Master’s degree.  More information will be 
available soon.      
 

• Website Committee – Patrick Leavey CPPB, Chair 
Patrick reported the website is update-to-date with most items at this time.  Provident Energy is a website 
sponsor.  Patrick also reminded everyone prior agendas and meeting minutes are available on the website as 
well.    

 
Special Committee Reports 

• Chapter Ambassador Area 2 – Maureen McIlvaine, CPPO, CPPB  
Maureen reported PAPPA placed 2nd for the Small Chapter of the Year Award at Forum.  The final figures 
from Forum are still not available but there were 922 paid attendees with a total of 1,004 attendees.  The 
July number for paid vendors was 345.  The 2018 Forum is scheduled to be held at the Gaylord Hotel in 
Nashville, TN; 2019 in Austin, TX; and 2020 in Chicago, IL. There has been no official chatter about 
Florida members in the wake of Hurricane Irma but no one has heard of any tragedies.  The Chapter 
Document Challenge for the NIGP Library has been completed.  NIGP is looking for passionate, dedicated 
volunteers/committee members.  Please see the NIGP website for currently openings.  There has been a 
slight increase in some NIGP fees.  There will be an Area 2 Chapter Leaders call in October.  Finally there 
are currently 68 attendees and 35 vendors registered for the Area 2 Conference being held in October at 
Dover Dons, DE.  Registrations are due by September 28th. 

 
Old Business  

• The slate for 2018 Chapter Officers has been announced as follows:  Joseph Coco, President; Kim Roth, 1st 
Vice President, 2nd Vice President Janine Alexander, Beth Anne Strohl, or Donna Zackeru; George Nader, 
Treasurer; and Kelly Okken, Secretary.  Members will vote during the November 13th General Meeting.  
Those who cannot attend may submit their vote electronically prior to the meeting.     
   



 
New Business    

• The educational raffle for members in attendance was won by Price Morris and the educational raffle for 
the membership-at-large was won by Diane Wolfinger.  Each will receive a $200 educational voucher.  

• Lisa Noecker volunteered and was appointed by the Board as chair of the 2018 Area 2 Conference being 
hosted by PAPPA.  She is currently conducting site visits and will present her suggestions by the end of 
next week to Kelly L.  Currently looking to hold it in the King of Prussia area due to the proximity to major 
highways and easy access for attendees.   

• The following changes have been suggested and submitted for approval to PAPPA’s By-Laws: 
o Add the category of Student Membership 
o Create Vice-Chair positions for PAPPA committees 

A motion to approve these changes was made by Joe Coco and seconded by MaryAnn Miller.  All in favor; 
motion passed.      

 
Workshop 
Trevor Day – City of Philadelphia, Procurement Commissioner 
Mr. Day addressed the City’s Procurement modernization and introduced Mr. Nicholas Susi.  The City is working 
on the following performance improvements: performance metrics, inventory control, concessions, and advertising 
currently utilizing PHL contracts and on-line bidding.  The goal in 2018 is no more than ninety (90) days from the 
time a request is received in Purchasing until a purchase order is cut.  The City is also utilizing Reverse Auctions 
and e-procurement.  The residents voted to change the City’s charter change from Low Bid (since 1952) to Best 
Value which allows the City to negotiate with vendors.  18 out of 20 of the largest US Cities use the Best Value 
practice along with the Federal Government and Pennsylvania.  Mr. Day highlighted some of the City’s Purchasing 
department accomplishments including applying for and receiving a grant for the Fire department to purchase smoke 
detectors, the Love Park sewer main replacement project, Purple Heart, and PHL airport contract sourcing.          
     
Lunch 
12:05 – 1:00 
 
Speakers 
Ellen Hwang, City of Philadelphia spoke on the topic of ‘Problem Based Procurement’.   
Ms. Hwang introduced her topic as ‘Smart City and Under-Utilized Contracts’.  She spoke about utilizing and/or 
removing contracts to free up monies and allowing other departments within entities to piggy-back contracts.  She 
indicated “too many times we only realize at the end of a public procurement that we asked the wrong thing.”  
 
Sasha Haselmayer and Julia Haselmayer, Citymart 
Citymart is a platform for city government employees to deliver better services by putting market intelligence at 
their fingertips and connecting teams across departments and cities.  The Haselmayers proposed the question “If 
procurement can help better solve problems, what can procurement do to get better results?”  Their answer is  
1. Specify the problem; 2. Understand the market; 3. Well-designed Terms & Conditions; 4. User friendly 
procurement process; and 5. Engage the market 
 
Motion to Adjourn 
The meeting adjourned around 2:00 PM.     
 
Next Meeting 
The next general meeting will be held on Monday, November 13th at the Whitehall Township Building, Whitehall, 
PA.            
 
Respectfully submitted, 
Diane Wolfinger, CPPB 
PAPPA Secretary   


