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** FINAL **            GENERAL MEETING MINUTES – January 22, 2018 

 
Members in Attendance 
Joseph Coco, Lisa Noecker, Ray Heydt, Christopher Spearman, Lucy Slobodzian and Katie Walsh – Montgomery 
County; George Nader, Kimberly Roth and Bob Kennedy – Lehigh County; Maureen McIlvaine and Janine 
Alexander – County of Bucks; Kelly Laubach and Kelly Okken – County of Berks; Price Morris – Lancaster City 
House Authority; Jessica Baraket, Margaret Wells and Judy Snyder – City of Allentown; Angela Marino – 
Allentown Fire Department; Rene Kahl – Northampton County; Cydnee Baffa – Lower Merion Township; 
Stephen Nasabko – retired; Trevor Day – City of Philadelphia 
 
Meeting Location 
One Montgomery Plaza, 425 Swede Street, Suite 808, Norristown, PA  
 
Meeting Host 
Montgomery County Purchasing Department 
 
Call Meeting to Order 
The General Meeting was called to order by President Joseph Coco at 10:16 AM.   
 
Swearing in of Newly Elected Chapter Officers 
Price Morris conducted the swearing in ceremony for the new 2018-2019 Officers:   
 Joseph Coco – President 
 Kimberly Roth, CPPB – 1st Vice President 
 Janine Alexander, Esq. – 2nd Vice President 
 Kelly Okken, CPPB – Secretary 
 George Nader, CPPO – Treasurer 
 
Introductions of the attendees 
Joseph Coco, President, requested that the attendees introduce themselves and the agencies they represent. 
 
Approval of the Minutes 
The minutes of the November 13, 2017 General Meeting were reviewed, including the revisions noted by George 
Nader.  A motion was made to approve the minutes by Janine Alexander and seconded by Kim Roth.  All in favor; 
minutes approved. 
 
Treasurer’s Report 
The Treasurer’s Report from November & December 2017 were reviewed with a motion to approve by Kelly 
Laubach and seconded by Judy Schneider.  All in favor; Treasurer’s Reports approved. 
 
Standing Committee Reports 

• Awards/Scholarship Committee – Kim Roth CPPB, Chair 
Kim Roth presented that Janine Alexander will now transition into the Committee Chair position.  The 
committee is in the process of reviewing the scholarship/awards program and there may be changes 
forthcoming.  Kim Roth reminded attendees that scholarship applications are due at the end of October. 
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• Legislative Committee– Joseph Coco, Chair 

 Joseph Coco mentioned the 2018 increase in bid threshold to $20,100 and the telephonic quote threshold to 
 $10,900.  The Transportation Authority’s bid threshold increased to $27,200. 
 

• Marketing Committee – Kelly Okken, CPPB, Chair  
 Kelly Okken provided handouts for attendees with regard to the Ronald McDonald House Charities of 
 Central PA.  PAPPA members are encouraged to collect pop tabs, glossy catalogs and any of the items 
 listed on the “Wish List”.  The Marketing committee will be pushing out contests with regard to the 
 collection of pop tabs, catalogs and wish list items so stay tuned.  If your agency does not have a 
 collection location close by, you may bring your items to the General meetings and Kelly Okken will take 
 them to a collection location. 
 Kelly Okken also mentioned that the December newsletter was released with the wonderful help of Angela 
 Marino.  The next newsletter will be issued March 1.  If you have any articles or news from your agency, 
 please send the information to Kelly Okken or Angela Marino for inclusion in the next newsletter. 
 

• Membership Committee – Candace Noll, Chair 
Candace Noll was not in attendance.  Kelly Okken gave update on behalf of Candace Noll.  Membership 
dues invoices were sent out.  If you haven’t received one or you have had changes in staffing, please 
contact Candace Noll.   
Maureen McIlvaine asked if the General Meeting attendance certificates will continue to be sent out after 
each meeting.  Kelly Okken answered that they will be and she will verify with Candace Noll to ensure that 
the November certificates have already been sent and if not, that they will be sent out. 
 

• Pro-D Committee – Maureen McIlvaine CPPO, CPPB, Chair 
Maureen McIlvaine stated that during the PAPPA Strategic Planning session held in 2016, that it was 
decided to create low fee seminars to be rolled out to the membership.  “Procurements Role When a 
Disaster Happens” will be the first of the low fee seminars and will be hosted by the County of Bucks on 
February 26, 2018.  The Bucks County EMS, PEM, FEMA will be providing a discussion panel for 
seminar.  The seminar will be held at the Bucks County Public Safety Training Center.  The registration fee 
being suggested is $45 which includes lunch.  The registration fee will need to be discussed and adopted by 
the Board.  The seminar will include topics such as the declaration process, procurements role, 
documentation, cleanup and table top exercise.  The seminar will be from 9:00 AM – 4:00 PM with check 
in at 8:30 AM.  More information will be posted on the PAPPA website.  Maureen McIlvaine provided 
handouts to attendees.  This seminar does not have space limitations.  Question raised by Trevor Day, City 
of Philadelphia, will the $45 be for PAPPA members only?  Maureen McIlvaine responded that this is the 
decision of the Board. 
Maureen McIlvaine also reported that the results of education survey have been received and she is 
working to schedule Strategic Procurement Planning in early April.  This course will be hosted at the Bucks 
County Courthouse.  The second course, Introduction to Public Procurement – Maureen McIlvaine will 
reach out to those interested to see what time of year would work best and get that scheduled. 
Maureen McIlvaine announced that the matrix of the Area 2 scheduled courses should be uploaded to the 
PAPPA website and that Virginia, Maryland and DC will be hosting the next few courses. 
Maureen McIlvaine reminded attendees that there are free NIGP webinars available to NIGP members and 
that each webinar provides 1 contact hour for any member who preregisters for the webinar.  Members can 
also download the webinar after the webinar has been held; however, there are no contact hours given for 
those downloads.  The next webinar, “Scope of Work vs. Statement of Work: What’s the Difference and 
Why Does it Matter?” is scheduled for Wednesday, January 24.  Other webinars include, January 25 – 
CPPB Exam: What’s the Big Deal Anyway?; February 7 – Adding-Value to Your Organization – Evaluate 
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Performance Using Procurement Metrics to Track & Improve;  February 14 – Chameleon Contracting; 
February 22 – Do Your Own Procurement Training Program; and March 7 – Creating Value Through 
Market Research. 
Maureen McIlvaine also noted that there are also Online Courses available through NIGP. 
 

• Website Committee – Patrick Leavey CPPB, Chair 
 Patrick Leavey was not in attendance.  No updates given. 
 
Special Committee Reports 

• Chapter Ambassador Area 2 – Maureen McIlvaine, CPPO, CPPB  
Maureen McIlvaine provided a Forum update.  The 2018 Forum is scheduled for August 19 – 22, in 
Nashville, TN at the Gaylord Opryland hotel.  The hotel cost is $199/night.  The Forum schedule to date is 
still vague at this point.  Maureen McIlvaine pointed out some of the highlights that are listed such as the 
meet and greet, social event, expo hall opening and the awards luncheon.  George Nader stated that as soon 
as registration is made available, he will send out an email to PAPPA members to begin gather registrations 
in order to obtain registration discounts. 
Maureen McIlvaine noted that the Leadership Development Symposium is quickly approaching.  It will be 
held February 22 – 24 at the Hyatt Regency in Dulles, Virginia.  Maureen McIlvaine announced that Janine 
Alexander will be in attendance on behalf of PAPPA and the Maureen would be attending for the last time 
as a Chapter Ambassador. 
Maureen McIlvaine provided “News from the Quad”.  The 2017 Public Procurement Benchmark Study is 
available through the NIGP website. 
Maureen McIlvaine stated that NIGP and Norwich University has announced their educational partnership.  
It appears to be off to a great start as Norwich received at least 25 calls from various NIGP members who 
were interested in the programs. 
Maureen McIlvain indicated that the Area 2 Chapter Leaders conference call should be scheduled 
sometime in late January or February.  Jennifer Steffan is still looking at dates and will be in contact with 
the Chapter Leaders with the exact date and time. 
Maureen McIlvaine announced that her term as Chapter Ambassador ends in June.  She encouraged 
PAPPA members to look further into the opportunity.  She further explained that the Chapter Ambassador 
is to be a conduit between the NIGP Governing Board and chapters.  The Leadership Development 
Symposium registration and hotel for the Ambassador is paid by NIGP.  Joseph Coco mentioned that 
Maureen would be willing to talk with anyone who may be interested in hearing more about this 
opportunity.  George Nader also mentioned that PAPPA also pays $1000/year towards the Ambassador’s 
expenses.  This helps to cover any additional costs that would not be paid for by NIGP. 
 

• Area 2 Conference – Lisa Noecker 
 Lisa Noecker, Chairperson, stated that the dates and location has been set for the 2018 Area 2 Conference 
 & Tradeshow.  It will be held on October 24-26, 2018 at DoubleTree Hilton at King of Prussia.  Lisa 
 Noecker is seeking volunteers.  A list of the various volunteers/committees was listed in the December 
 newsletter.  Kelly Okken is the committee lead for vendor outreach.  Kelly Laubach is the committee lead 
 for speakers and Nicholas Susi will be helping Kelly Laubach find speakers.  Lisa Noeker requested that if 
 anyone has any ideas for speakers or topics, please send those along to her.  Lisa Noecker stated that the 
 committee is working with the Website Committee on a webpage specific for the Area 2 Conference & 
 Tradeshow. Margaret Wells has volunteered to chair the Site Committee.  Maureen McIlvaine asked if 
 there were any incentives for volunteers.  Joseph Coco stated the registration will be paid for by PAPPA for 
 any of the conference committee chairpersons.  Lisa Noecker stated that some of the positions are heavy on 
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 the planning and will taper as the conference gets closer.  She also stated that they will also need quite a 
 few volunteers onsite during the conference (registration, etc.). 
 
Old Business  

  No old business. 
 

New Business    
Educational Voucher Raffle – will draw after lunch. 

 
Workshop 
Speakers: Scott Bridges, Finance Officer, Southeastern Pennsylvania Regional Task Force & Jaylene Johnson, 
Grant Administrator, Southeastern Pennsylvania Regional Task Force 
Topic: The Southeastern Pennsylvania Regional Task Force and Purchasing for Homeland Security Grants 
     
Lunch 
12:00 PM – 1:00 PM 
 
Educational Voucher Raffle 

• (1) Members in Attendance:  Winner – George Nader, Lehigh County 
• (1) Entire Membership:  Winner – Scott Klabunde, City of Easton 

 
Charity Basket Raffle 
Raffle Basket donated by Kelly Okken.  All proceeds to be donated to the Ronald McDonald House Charities of 
Center Pennsylvania. 
Winner:  Janine Alexander, County of Bucks 
Amount raised:  $70 
Proceeds were given to George Nader, Treasurer.  Proceeds will be gathered throughout the year and then a check 
will be sent to the Ronald McDonald House Charities of Central PA at the end of the year. 
 
Speakers 
Speaker:  Tom Sullivan, Director, Montgomery County Public Safety 
Topic: Montgomery County Public Safety Record Management System Procurement 
 
Presentation of Plaque to Immediate Past President 
Joseph Coco, President, presented a plaque to Kelly Laubach, Immediate Past President for her service as the 2016-
2017 PAPPA President.  Joseph Coco also thanked Kelly Laubach for her dedication, time and effort that she put 
into the association throughout her time as President. 
 
Motion to Adjourn 
Motion to adjourn the general meeting was made by Kelly Okken and seconded by Janine Alexander.  All in favor; 
the meeting was adjourned by President, Joseph Coco at 1:35 PM.    
 
Next Meeting 
The next general meeting will be held on Monday, May 7th in Harrisburg, PA.  Location to be announced.  
 
Respectfully submitted, 
Kelly J. Okken, CPPB 
2018-2019 PAPPA Secretary   

 


